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Collection Information

Abstract : The collection contains 4 binders of letters written by Albert B. Southwick to his
parents in Leicester, Massachusetts from 1942 — 1945. Mr. Southwick spent time in several
bases training as a Navy pilot of a patrol bomber (PB4Y). After several years of training, he
ended up in the Aleutian Islands in July 1945. The letters talk about daily activities, training
comments, events of the bases and at home.

Finding Aid : Finding Aid in print form is available in the Repository.

Preferred Citation : Worcester Historical Museum, Worcester, Massachusetts.
Provenance : Gift of Albert B. Southwick (July 2013)

MARC Access : Collection is cataloged in MARC under the following subject headings



Historical/Biographical Notes

Albert B. Southwick grew up in Leicester on the family farm. He attended Mannville School, a
one room wooden building where one teacher taught all eight grades. He went on to Leicester

High School, Clark University, four years in the United States Navy, back to Clark for his M.A.
degree and on to Brown University, where he did a year of graduate work in American History.

From 1950 — 1952, he was a civilian historian for the U.S. Seventh Army, bases in Stuttgart,
Germany. On his return from Germany, he became a reporter for the Providence Journal. He
came to the Telegram-Gazette as an editorial writer in the fall of 1952 and became chief editorial
writer in 1968. He retired in 1986.

He and his first wife, Shirley, lived in Leicester and had four children. He married his second
wife, Betty McGrath on December 21, 2002.

Scope and Content

The collection contains 4 binders of letters written by Albert B. Southwick to his parents in
Leicester, Massachusetts from 1942 — 1945. Mr. Southwick spent time in several bases training
as a Navy pilot of a patrol bomber (PB4Y). After several years of training, he ended up in the
Aleutian Islands in July 1945. The letters talk about daily activities, training comments, events
of the bases and at home.
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Series 1, Letters

Description

A.B. Southwick WWII Letters to Maple Hill 1942.
87 letters written from various locations throughout
the US. (Rhode Island, Florida, Virginia and
California)

A.B. Southwick WWII Letters to Maple Hill 1943
56 letters written from various locations throughout
the US. (Louisiana and Texas).

A.B. Southwick WWII Letters to Maple Hill 1944.
56 letters written from various locations throughout
the US ( Texas, Florida and Kansas).

A.B. Southwick WWII Letters to Maple Hill 1945.
44 letters written from various location throughout
the US.



